
 
Myerstown Borough Council – Special Meeting 

 Monday, August 17, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 

A special meeting of the Myerstown Borough Council was held on Monday, August 17, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
in the rear parking lot at the Myerstown Community Center, the President being in the chair and the 
Secretary being present. 

Present were: President Bryan L. Rittle, Vice President Park W. Haverstick, II , Councilmembers Ronald 
L. Ream, Stacey A. Hackman, and Dane Bicher, Mayor Gloria R. Ebling, Deputy Secretary Lisa A. Brubaker, 
and Manager Michael R. McKenna.   Absent were President Pro Tem Dana Reich and Councilmember 
Jeffrey L. Thomas. 

The President opened the meeting at 7:00 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all. 

The President thanked everyone for joining the Council and for coming for the discussion of police 
protection. Glad to see the interest that they have tonight, he asked everyone to remember this is a 
discussion on how the you feel the Council should proceed as far as police protection is concerned. This 
is the first step and the Council wanted the community input. So, that is why they are holding this 
meeting. The President turned the meeting over to  Council Vice President-Chairman of the Public 
Safety Committee Park W. Haverstick, II . 

Council Vice President and Chairman of the Public Safety Committee Park W. Haverstick, II gave an 
overview of the past history and reasons for dissolving the former police department. He also provided 
what the Borough has been doing and the discussions on police services. State Police are a professional 
force but are stretched thin. They do a great job and are valuable to the Borough, but they are unable to 
enforce the local Borough ordinances.   

There are three (3) options outside of the State Police: 

1. A Regional Force  

2. Contracting with another municipality  

3. Reform our own department  

Option# 3, was the last option because there are a lot of complications with reforming a department. 
One, there are a lot of initial costs, we may need to reinstitute the civil service commission and we 
already have a difficult time finding people to serve on boards and commissions when there are 
vacancies, and contracts, etc.  However, Council has come to the point that they cannot just rely on State 
Police and they have to do something. The Council has put a lot of work into the town to make it a better 
place, so they have to protect that investment. Two, we need a presence for the basic things like tickets 
and speeding. Having local officers driving around makes a difference.  

Vice President Haverstick, II stated the Borough will never be able to afford a department large enough 
to have 24-hour coverage. We would always have a department on the smaller size that will be 
subsidized by State Police. Hopefully with the number of officers we can afford, we can have rotating 
shifts that we can cover different times, but with that, there are costs to do this. There may be a need for 
a tax increase. Example, if you have a $100,000.00 home, a 1 mill taxation would increase your tax bill 
by $100.00. A 1 mill increase would provide $180,000.00 revenue to the Borough. This is the deal, where 
we started, and where we are at with police services. Vice President Haverstick, II turned the meeting 
over to the Borough Manager Michael R. McKenna.   
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Borough Manager Michael R. McKenna stated they really want to hear as much as possible from the 
citizens and property owners of the Borough and is the reason why the Council called this meeting. This 
is a very large decision and they wanted to get your input. If you have a comment or thought please come 
up to the microphone, please state your name and address for the record. This is a public meeting so 
minutes will be prepared, but please come forward with any comments.  

The Manager opened the floor for citizens’ and visitors’ comments. 

Douglas Miller – 704 S. College Street –stated he and his wife are in favor of a police force. He provided 
examples of situations of police needs in the Borough. He knows it is a costly venture, and we, the 
community, are going to have to understand it is a costly venture, but totally worth it. He ended with a 
saying from his grandmother. “The more acceptable you allow things to become, the more acceptable 
they become.” 

Robert Jones – 120 N. College Street – stated there are grants to help with the creation of police forces. 
He provided examples of police needs within the Borough.  There are a lot of parking problems and 
speeding issues.  Something has to be done.  

Lori Walkowick – 9 E. Lincoln Avenue – owns a business in the borough, Artistic Edge Salon. She 
commended Council for wanting to protect the people of the community. She asked what it would take 
for a regional force to be created. Manager McKenna stated the State is in favor of trying to promote 
regional police forces. In 2006, the borough did do a study with a couple of other communities. In 2018, 
we did reach out to the State to do a study for regional police, only Richland Borough responded.  A lot 
of political will would be needed, it is worth the effort to keep speaking up. The Borough Council for 
several years has expressed the most favorable option would be to regionalize. You need the other 
municipalities in the service area to want the joint venture.  We have to respect the other municipalities.    

Joann Steffy – 305 S. Broad Street – stated she supports a police department in Myerstown. She provided 
examples of police needs in the Borough and the drug activity in her neighborhood. The State Police, 
they do respond and do the best they can. They have a huge area to cover which can create a long 
response time. Having a local police department would be very helpful. She is totally supportive and 
there are a lot of reasons to get a police department.  

Vice President Haverstick, II reiterated the Borough will never be able to afford a department large 
enough to have 7 days a week, 24-hour coverage. Even if taxes go up and we do reform a department we 
would still have the situation where State Police would be the responding department and still may get 
a slow response. That would never be alleviated unless we had a 24- hour department. The Borough 
would never be able to afford that type of department unless we regionalize.  

Fred Hoffman – 837 S. Railroad Street – owns a business, A&H Industries, in the Borough.  He stated he 
supports the idea of getting a police force. He drives every night to his plant because he is concerned 
about security in the Borough.  He lost half of his plant 5 years ago to a fire and when you go through 
that experience things look altogether different. So, security to him is very important. The former police 
provided him with great coverage and presence at his plant. He provided examples of situations of police 
needs at his business and the town. Mr. Hoffman stated we want to beautify and enhance Myerstown. 
When he rebuilt his plant he made it a promise that he will make that plant look as good as he can to 
enhance Myerstown Pennsylvania, and he believes that from the bottom of his heart and he has tried to 
do that.  We have to be proactive here. His option, we do not need ten officers to start, but the first step 
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is to take the first step, let’s get one officer. Just the mere fact that one maybe coming could deter a lot. 
We cannot take the second step till we do the first step.  We know we can’t afford what we can’t afford 
to pay for, but we need to get it started. We talked about a regional force. He lives in Jackson Township, 
and he respects them, but they have a deaf ear on police. His option is suppose we are the first one to get 
a policeman, now other people see what we are doing here and now want to join in. Do you want to be 
the pace setter or do you want to follow suit, just a thought. He thanked the Council for their time.    

Reece Hammer – 44 W. Main Avenue – asked if there is a commission and who does the hiring. Vice 
President Haverstick, II explained what the civil service commission is and what the requirements are. 
The Council would do the hiring, but they are not at that point yet. He is in favor of having police.  

Jeff Gumpert – 45 W. Main Avenue – stated he enjoys living here in Myerstown. He moved here from the 
reading area. The Borough has a lot to offer. Having a police department is one more positive for the 
residents. This is an enjoyable place to live in, this is his home. Having a police force with varying hours 
would be a real advantage and real positive for the community.  

Troy Herzer – 240 E. Main Avenue – stated he is in favor of a police force. His concern is jurisdiction. We 
are surrounded by other municipalities. If a resident from one of those others lives on or near the 
boundaries and calls 911 who will be dispatched. Will they get State Police or because there is an officer 
here in the Borough will they be dispatched instead. How will that work. Vice President Haverstick, II 
stated that is a good question. He was unsure, we will have to research that.  

Mary Long – 16 E. Maple Avenue – stated she is on a fixed income and it is hard to pay her bills at times, 
but she is in favor of having a police force. She explained a situation that happened at her property where 
having police would have been helpful. She thinks it needs to be done.  

Dan Flanagan – 32 E. Main Avenue – stated he understands this is just a preliminary meeting, but he 
would like to know how much each officer will cost. The last force was not effective, but he does believe 
something needs to be done. He asked what the ratio is between property owners and renters. What do 
you think will happen if taxes are raised, people will potentially leave and we will get more rental 
properties. There are good landlords, but there are a lot of bad ones who are in it only for the money. Vice 
President Haverstick, II stated the Borough will be looking at the costs as they start the 2021 budget and 
encourage people to come to those meetings. The Council is working on implementing a Rental 
Inspection Program. The Council is trying to promote more homeownership.     

Kara Wenger – 350 W. Main Avenue – stated this is her first Borough meeting and is thankful to get the 
opportunity to be here. She is proud to be a homeowner in the Borough. This is her forever home. Her 
home, the home she will raise her family in. To be able to do that with security and hope for the future, 
we do need a police force and presence. She does worry about the financial aspect and what that looks 
like on the taxes, but it is something worth the investment. Thanked the Council for the opportunity.     

Amber Fry – 302 S. Railroad Street – stated she walks in the morning. She provided examples of police 
needs in the Borough and the park area. She loves living in town and glad to hear others say they love 
living here to. As far as the taxes going up for police, as far as being a negative thing for people wanting 
to be homeowners here, she thinks having police would be a positive especially if other areas do not have 
police and we do, that may be the positive that makes them want to move here, live here, and not move 
out. She thinks it is very important to have police.  
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The Borough Manager thanked everyone who spoke. He provided an e-mail address so if anyone has any 
questions from the meeting.   

Vice President Haverstick, II stated the Borough Council Meeting is the second Tuesday of each month 
and the Council Committee Meetings are the fourth Wednesday of the month. The community is always 
welcome to attend.  

The President asked if there were any additional comments for the good of the borough.   

Park W. Haverstick, II moved, and Ronald L. Ream seconded, to adjourn the meeting. Motion 
unanimously carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:06 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

         Lisa A. Brubaker 
       Deputy Secretary                 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


